
June, 2021 Family Newsletter

Dear Families,

I’m sure I can speak for many of us when

I say let’s put this year behind us! It has

been quite a journey we have all been

through. I’m so proud of all our students

and staff for their ability to be flexible

and switch to something new several
times during the course of the year.

Everyone that is a part of New Century

School should be extremely happy that

we survived this year and made the best

of all the challenges and changes.

Embarking on this school year during a

pandemic, which included moving into our

new building brought unique challenges,

However, our staff made it a mission to

ensure that no matter what, we were

going to educate our students to the best

of our abilities every day. The children

overcame a lot and they will all remember

this year when they look back on their

education. Words and phrases such as

zoom link, playlist, SeeSaw, you’re muted,

airplane arms, and masks on, were

embedded in our days. Last summer as we

prepared for this year, there were lots

of nervous feelings by all of us.  But, with

grace and stamina, the children and

teachers worked to overcome the

obstacles. And they did so with flying

colors! Thank you to our whole staff for

being absolute rock stars each and every

day. To our parents and guardians, thank

you for supporting us every step of the

way and giving us encouragement when

needed. To our children, you will

remember this year and what you went

through. You did awesome! Together, the

New Century staff, students and

families, made the 2020-2021 school

year the best it could be.

Your child’s report card will be sent home

via snail mail. Thank you for noting this.

Looking ahead, as we prepare for the

2021-2022 school year, we’ll be keeping

you updated via newsletters and school

messengers. Class lists will be provided

later in the summer, allowing us time to

reconvene and reorganize our multi-age

classrooms. Thank you for your patience

as we embark on this process.

I wish all of you a wonderful summer. We

hope to see you at upcoming summer

playdates!

Fondly,

Ann Princl, NCS Director



UPCOMING EVENTS

July 8

9:00 am to

12:15 pm

1:30-3:00

pm

“Books on Bikes” at:

Badger Ridge Middle School

Verona Splash Pad at Fireman’s

Park, Verona

July 14 NCS Summer Play Date at

Harriet Park (6:00-7:00 pm)

July 14 Email will be sent to families to

begin Online Registration

July 15 KONA ICE fundraiser during

“Concerts in the Park” at Harriet

Park (5:00-8:00 pm Kona Ice

with concert from 6:00-8:00 pm)

July 20

9:00 am to

12:15 pm

1:30-3:00

pm

“Books on Bikes” at:

Badger Ridge Middle School

Fitchburg Splash Pad at McKee

Farms Park, Fitchburg

August 2 Storytime on the NCS playground

(9:00-10:00 am)

August 11 NCS Summer Play Date at

Harriet Park (6:00-7:00 pm)

Sept. 1 1st Day of School (FULL day for

all students, including

Kindergarteners)

STORY TIME ON THE NCS

PLAYGROUND AUGUST 2ND

The district is hosting several story

times this summer, and one of them is on

our NCS playground on August 2nd from

9:00-10:00 am.  They are open to

children of all ages.  It is a time to read

with a teacher and play on the playground

with other children.  And, you will receive

a FREE BOOK when you attend!  Please

come and enjoy time with NCS families,

as well as other families in the district!

NCS SUMMER PLAY DATES!

JULY 14 & AUGUST 11

AT HARRIET PARK

If you are new to NCS or have been here

for a while and are looking for some fun

time to connect with other NCS parents

and students over the summer, we have

several school-wide playdates for you!

NCS moms, dads, students, and siblings,

come and join us at Harriet Park on:

Wednesday, July 14, 6:00-7:00 pm

and Wednesday, August 11, 6:00-7:00 pm

KONA ICE TRUCK FUNDRAISER JULY 15

(IN CONJUNCTION WITH “CONCERTS

IN THE PARK” AT HARRIET PARK)

Please join us at Harriet Park on

Thursday, July 15
th

, from 5-8pm for some

live music and the Kona Ice Truck!

“Down From the Hills” Bluegrass Band will

be playing for Concerts in the Park from

6:00-8:00 pm and the Kona Ice Truck will

be there from 5:00-8:00 pm. Twenty

percent of sales from the evening will be

provided back to New Century School.

This will be another opportunity for you

to connect with other NCS families this

summer!



BOOKS ON BIKES ON JULY 8 & 20

FREE Books!

Over the summer the VASD librarians

want to get books into your hands

for you to read and keep.

Dates and Locations:

Thursday, July 8th

9:00- 12:15 - Badger Ridge Middle School

1:30 - 3:00 - Verona Splash Pad,

Fireman's Park

Tuesday, July 20

9:00 - 12:15 - Badger Ridge Middle

School 1:30 - 3:00 - Fitchburg Splash

Pad, Mckee Farm Park

REPORT CARDS AND STAR SCORES

During the week after school lets out

for Summer Break, report cards and

START scores will be mailed home to

students in all grades.  Our virtual

students will also receive their NCS

Yearbook in that envelope.

NEXT YEAR’S TEACHER

You will be informed of your child’s

2021-22 teacher sometime later in the

summer.  Thank you for your patience.

We have some courageous staff at NCS!

Last week, Mrs. Princl and Mr. Dresen

received pies in the face as the prize for

the class that scored the most points in

the skee ball game for the fun day.

Ms.Bennett’s class won for NCS 2nd

grade and Ms. Reiter's class won for

VAIS 5th grade.

SUMMER HOURS

The New Century School Office

is not open regular hours during

the summer.

If you need to get in touch with

someone, please leave a message

on the office voicemail at (608)

845-4500 or email Tammy Stump

at stumpt@verona.k12.wi.us. We

will do our best to get back to you

as soon as possible.  Thank you

for your patience.

REGISTRATION FOR NCS

Our annual Online PS Registration is

going PAPERLESS this year!

You will NO LONGER receive a Snapcode

letter in the mail to access the annual

online registration.  Instead, you will

receive an email on July 14 to access the

system.  The email is being sent by the

District Registrar, so please contact

them and not the NCS office if you do

not receive the email or are experiencing

problems with the registration process.

ALL families with NEW and RETURNING

students must complete the annual online

registration so your child’s school will

have access to the most updated

information.

If you need to update your email address,

please call Tammy Stump in the NCS

office at (608) 845-4500 or email her at

stumpt@verona.k12.wi.us before June 18.



MANY THANKS TO OUR

NCS PARENTS AND STUDENTS!

We want to extend a great BIG thank

you to our wonderful NCS parents (and

students too!) for partnering with us as

we worked through this very challenging

school year!  At New Century, we value

our partnership and we realize that it

takes ALL of us to make the year

successful, especially one like this past

year.

Here is a video that expresses our

appreciation to you:

https://youtu.be/LdQ0Ai6-t0Q

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

NCS GOVERNANCE COUNCIL UPDATE

The end of the school year has been a

whirlwind! Thank you for your continued

support through the recent Read-a-thon

and Icki Sticki fundraisers.

As we wrap up this school year, we look

forward to meeting our new

Kindergarteners and parents

face-to-face during upcoming summer

playdates. To the parents of our outgoing

5th graders, we will miss you and your

children!

And as we look forward to next year, if

you have any interest in joining GC or

helping out with any of our committees

(ex. if you have great ideas for upcoming

fundraisers or social events) please reach

out to any of the current members. We'd

love to see you at a GC meeting in the

Fall.

Thanks for being part of our NCS

community!!

Member Email Phone

Sara Rem

(President)

sarab7@gma

il.com

608-469-

3575

Jen Collins

(Vice

President)

jencollins@b

adgerfan.co

m

608-335-

7279

Andrew

Loeffler

(Secretary)

loeffler.andr

ew@gmail.co

m

630-802-

1753

Hannah

Bassetti

hannah2419

@gmail.com

828-244-

7049

Jill Markus jillamarkus@

gmail.com

Vicki Betz betzfamilyfo

ur@gmail.co

m

414-699-

6314

Ann Princl princla@vero

na.k12.wi.us

608-845-

4500

Lee Lohr lorhr@veron

a.k12.wi.us

608-438-

7673

Patrick

Gumieny

pgumieny@e

dgewood.edu

608-445-

4656

Heather

Felker

heatherefelk

er@gmail.co

m

608-212-

8470

Rikki

Conwell

rikkiconwell

@gmail.com

608-213-

0494

https://youtu.be/LdQ0Ai6-t0Q


HIGHLIGHTS OF LEARNING

HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR

5TH GRADE GRADUATES

We celebrated our 5th graders

with a touching graduation

ceremony on June 8th where the

teachers and students provided

encouraging adjectives to

describe each student.

At the end of the ceremony, everyone

there enjoyed a video recap of the year

put together by Mr. Lohr.  Many thanks

to Mr. Lohr for his outstanding

dedication to our 5th grade students ALL

year long!

We wish the outgoing 5th grade class the

best of luck on their next chapter of

learning!

Ms. Bennett’s 2nd graders have been

busy learning about the elements and

types of poetry this last month of school!

Recently we read "Bleezer's Icecream,"

by Jack Prelutsky, a poem filled with

alliterations. We decided to make up

some of our own crazy alliteration

flavors.



One of the big ideas the 3rd grade New

Century is working on is our STEM unit.

We are growing a plant type called

Wisconsin Fast Plants, Fast Plants for

short. This is a huge part of our year. We

may get seeds from our seed pods soon!

(As reported by Adele)

Another big thing is our math. We have

done many things to practice for our End

of the Year test, like fractions,

multiplication and division. (As reported

by Cal)

A third thing we have done is writing. We

wrote tons of stories. And we will put

them in a book for our class!



Mr. Terry’s 1st graders are working on

reviewing and locking in their

understanding of number place value and

$money$ during our multi-week focus in

Little Mister's General Store.  The class

earns funny money throughout each day

and on Fridays, we end our day watching

those in our class family apply what they

have learned so far.  They can choose to

go shopping in Little Mister's General

Store and spend however much of their

funny money or they can choose to save

it, grow it to a bigger amount, and spend

it on another day.  The students cheer

each other on and celebrate their

purchases as well as their savings.  They

track their current amounts in their

money booklets.  It is such a fun way to

reinforce addition, subtraction, saving,

and spending concepts.  Thank you to our

amazing NCS Secretary, Tammy Stump,

for capturing these awesome moments of

our learning in applying real life math

skills.



Last week our wonderful artists from

DAMA (Dane Arts Mural Arts) came to

work with the 4/5 students to paint a

mural outside NCS.  This mural serves as

a reminder to community members that

whatever heads down the storm drain will

end up in Badger Mill Creek.  This will

affect the habitats of the creatures

that call the creek home.  Students

submitted design rough drafts and

DAMA took those submissions to create

a collective mural.  4/5 students were

able to help paint it last week and it looks

amazingly beautiful.  Check it out next

time you pull up to NCS!



Mr. Lohr’s 5th graders renewed the

tradition of an end of year U.S. History

play.  All students started practicing for

this 50 minute play after the Spring

Break return, even the virtual ones.

Despite the many challenges, such as:

half the time to practice, finding a venue,

incorporating virtual students, adding

microphone technology, wearing masks,

and difficult acoustic issues, the show

went on two times.  It was the first time

in almost 15 months that parents were

allowed into the building to participate in

a school event.  Mr. Lohr was very proud

of the students in overcoming the various

obstacles placed before them.  Well

Done!!



4th grade families attended a Poet-tree

and Tree-mendous work event - reading

under a tree at NCS (or on the grass!).

Students shared poetry, writing samples,

and a reflection on "My Crazy 4th Grade

Year."  They also shared their work with

pollinators:  bees, butterflies and

hummingbirds.  The weather was perfect

and we enjoyed having this in person

moment together.

We had a very special event occur at

NCS! In the Phys Ed class, the students

worked on throwing skills this year! As

the end of the year approached, NCS put

their skills to the test and played ski ball

to see which class could score the most

points. NCS 2nd graders won with the

most points. The winners were able to pie

Mrs. Princl and Mr. Dresen in the face!

What great sports Mr. Dresen and Ms.

Princl are!!  The whole event was a bunch

of fun and we can't wait to see what NCS

Phys Ed works on next year!



NEWS FROM THE MUSIC ROOM...

Ms. Morkri has put together a video for

each grade showcasing a couple of things

that they did in music class this

semester.  Enjoy these NCS End of the

Year Music Class Videos from Ms.

Morkri…

Kindergarten

NCS Kindergarten End of the Year Music

Class Video

First Grade

NCS First Grade End of the Year Music

Class Video

Second Grade

NCS Second Grade  End of the Year

Music Class Video

Third Grade

NCS Third Grade  End of the Year Music

Class Video

Fourth Grade

NCS Fourth Grade  End of the Year

Music Class Video

Fifth Grade

NCS Fifth Grade  End of the Year Music

Class Video

FUNDRAISING UPDATE

What an AMAZING year we’ve had for

fundraising! We are so GRATEFUL to our

NCS families for the generous support

that allows us to continue providing

quality, unique learning experiences for

our students. We can't thank you enough!

It was an unusual year and we so

appreciate you all! Together, we raised

just over $11,000 to support our

school!

Our very first joint NCS/VAIS

Read-A-Thon was a huge success, raising

just over $2,000 and, more importantly,

keeping our kiddos reading!

Thanks to everyone who made a stop at

Icki Sticki on May 25
th

– we do not yet

have a total raised from that event but it

was fun to see some familiar faces there!

Upcoming and Ongoing Fundraisers

KONA ICE TRUCK (in conjunction with

Concerts in the Park) on July 15

Please see page 2 of this newsletter for

more information.

WISCONSIN BREWING COMPANY

BRAT STAND

As the Wisconsin Brewing Company

starts to reopen for the summer, we are

discussing with them the opportunity for

NCS to run a brat stand there one

evening this summer. We will post details

as they are known on the New Century

Facebook page for anyone interested in

participating and/or working at the

booth!

https://youtu.be/b5eCSbMae-4
https://youtu.be/b5eCSbMae-4
https://youtu.be/ABwOGOWcg1M
https://youtu.be/ABwOGOWcg1M
https://youtu.be/R04QnN3vZN4
https://youtu.be/R04QnN3vZN4
https://youtu.be/Jtq76HMX6HQ
https://youtu.be/Jtq76HMX6HQ
https://youtu.be/mm2j5Trl8po
https://youtu.be/mm2j5Trl8po
https://youtu.be/xfFw4p5sA4I
https://youtu.be/xfFw4p5sA4I


AMAZON SMILE: Thank you to the

almost 100 people who have designated

New Century School as the organization

to receive donations from Amazon! We

received a Q1 donation of $175 from

purchases made through the Amazon

Smile link!

If you’ve not done so, please consider

using smile.amazon.com and designating

New Century School Community, Inc. as

the charitable organization. Each time

you shop through the Amazon Smile link,

NCS receives a small % from any

qualified purchases. Amazon has updated

their app to allow you to do this from a

mobile device now!

BOX TOPS: We are still collecting Box

Tops! Remember to scan those receipts

and/or send in the clipped box tops if

they’re still around!

TRI 4 SCHOOLS:  Tri 4 Schools season

has started in person or virtually,

whichever you prefer!

Not only are the Tri 4 Schools events

tons of fun, but also our physical

education department receives 100% of

each New Century School registration to

support PE programming when you enter

our school’s name.

For more information and to register

your student for an event below, go to:

https://tri4schools.org/events/

Sun Prairie Kids Bike/Run

June 19, 2021

In-Person and At-Home Race options –

more details coming soon!

Middleton Kids Triathlon

August 21, 2021

In-Person and At-Home Race options –

more details coming soon!

BACK TO SCHOOL ON SEPT. 1, 2021

WITH A FULL DAY FOR ALL GRADES

The Verona Area School District starts

the 2021-22 school year on September 1.

We look forward to welcoming our

students back on September 1st, which

will be a FULL day for ALL students, even

our kindergarteners.

http://smile.amazon.com/
https://tri4schools.org/events/


STAFFING UPDATES FOR NCS

FOR  2021-2022

It is with great excitement to share that

Heidi Konop will be our new Curriculum

Learning Specialist (CLS) and Educational

Technology Coach (ETC) for our building

beginning the 21-22 school year.  Heidi

will serve both NCS and VAIS in this

role. Her experience as a classroom

teacher and a mentor/coach have

prepared her for this position. This also

means Heidi will be leaving her 4/5

classroom teaching position.  While

change is challenging, it is also fantastic

to have Heidi's talent spread to many

more students and staff.

Mr. Terry, our first grade teacher, will

be leaving New Century at the end of this

school year. We have appreciated his

strong connections with his students and

his ability to bring a welcoming

community into his classroom. We wish

him well on his next journey.

Andrea Frey, our librarian, has accepted

a full time library position at Glacier

Edge. We are grateful for the work she

has done to create an amazing library for

our school.

Quincy Roman, our educational assistant,

will be going to nursing school in the fall.

Her time and talent with working with

both students and staff with love and

kindness will be greatly missed.

Katie Fischer, our school psychologist,

will be heading back to Grafton and the

Milwaukee area to continue her career.

We have been blessed to have such a

kind, hard working school psychologist -

our first one who has been with us full

time. We wish her well with her move,

allowing her to be closer to family.

These changes will be a lot for our

building, and thus there will be

adjustments for all of us. While we know

we can’t replace these fabulous folks, we

will continue to provide our genuine New

Century welcome to our incoming staff.

GO ONLINE NOW TO SEE UPCOMING

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Visit the Community Activities for

Families page on our VASD website at:

http://goo.gl/rVmCie to see great

activities happening in our communities

for your family year-round or to inquire

about posting a new one!

http://www.verona.k12.wi.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=139771&pageId=6204885

